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Hundreds of TPA members 
were among the pharmacy 
professionals who advocated 
to advance their profession 
with state legislators on 
Tuesday during the 2023 Texas 
Pharmacy Day at the Capitol. 

The day began with a 
legislative briefing in the 
Capitol Auditorium featuring 
key lawmakers who have 
authored priority pharmacy 
bills this session, as well as 
welcome videos from 
Governor Greg Abbott and 
from Lieutenant Governor 
Dan Patrick.
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Pharmacy Day at the Capitol

https://vimeo.com/804061841/40f7e7e7e8
https://vimeo.com/804064778/8b3cb4273b


After learning more about the 
details of our priority 
legislation as well as tips for 
conducting effective advocacy, 
attendees fanned out across 
the Capitol for nearly 150 
meetings with legislators and 
legislative staff to educate 
them on the issues and 
explain how these issues 
impact pharmacy and patient 
outcomes. 

Additionally, both the Senate 
and House of Representatives 
issued proclamations marking 
February 28, 2023 as Texas 
Pharmacy Day at the Capitol.
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Pharmacy Day at the Capitol



The 88th Texas Legislature is under way! If 
you’re eager to advocate for your profession 
but aren't sure where to begin, you’ll want 
to download the Texas Pharmacy 
Association’s 2023 Advocacy Toolkit. 

The toolkit contains issue briefs describing 
our priority legislative issues, a fact sheet 
about TPA and the pharmacy profession in 
Texas, and advocacy tips for communicating 
and meeting with legislators. 

TPA members may access the toolkit 
online under the Advocacy tab at 
www.texaspharmacy.org. It’s a must-read 
for anyone planning to contact or meet with 
elected officials or their staff during this 
legislative session!
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2023 Advocacy Toolkit

https://www.texaspharmacy.org/page/advocacytoolkit


State Senator Charles Schwertner (R-Georgetown) 
filed Senate Bill 1137, legislation that applies existing 
laws intended to protect patients and pharmacies to 
all PBMs operating in Texas. This is a companion bill 
to House Bill 2021 by Rep. Tom Oliverson. The 
legislation is one of the Texas Pharmacy Association’s top 
priorities for the 88th Legislative Session. The Legislature 
adopted HB 1763 and HB 1919 last session to ensure patient 
choice, prohibit unfair business practices, and eliminate PBM 
self-dealing. TPA supports legislation to extend those reforms, 
along with other patient protections already in law, more 
broadly to PBM activity in the state in light of the unanimous 
2020 U.S. Supreme Court ruling.
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Schwertner Files PBM Reform Bill

https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:/capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/pdf/SB01137I.pdf#navpanes=0/1/0100018683f66fde-ccac3ca3-305e-49d2-86b6-12d577794185-000000/p7UCqUfTeujNqdlw5yWwr7ZTPrY=310


TPA President Carter High participated 
in a roundtable discussion on February 
8 with Xavier Becerra, U.S. Secretary of 
Health and Human Services. Becerra 
was in Dallas to discuss provisions of 
the Inflation Reduction Act that benefit 
people with Medicare, which includes 
no-cost vaccines for seniors. High spoke 
about the role that pharmacists play in 
their communities, especially as was 
demonstrated during the pandemic.
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TPA President Meets HHS Sec’y

TPA member Angelina Tucker of Best Value Pharmacies 
administered shingles vaccines to seniors who attended the event.
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TPA Leaders Meet TX Politicians

Texas Pharmacy Association leaders attended the Texas Conservative Coalition Research 

Institute (TCCRI) 2023 Black Tie & Boots Gala on February 8 in Austin. TPA President Carter 

High, President-Elect Jay Bueche, Vice President Jobby John, Director Rannon Ching, 

Independent Pharmacy Academy (IPA) Director Ben McNabb, and CEO Debbie Garza—along 

with Lobbyists Robert Culley and Karen Reagan—represented pharmacy at this event 

honoring House Speaker Dade Phelan and featuring a keynote address by Lieutenant 

Governor Dan Patrick.

TPA attendees had the opportunity 

to meet and greet legislators 

including Patrick, Phelan, Senator 

Bryan Hughes, and Representatives 

Tom Oliverson (pictured here), 

James Frank, Jacey Jetton, Jared 

Patterson, Bryan Slaton, Lynn Stucky, 

and Terri Leo-Wilson.



Chief executives of the National Association of 
Chain Drug Stores, National Community 
Pharmacists Association, and Texas Pharmacy 
Association sent a letter in February to Texas 
Governor Greg Abbott urging him to pursue the 
needed policy changes to permanently maintain the 
immunization and “test to treat” allowances for pharmacy 
personnel as authorized by the federal PREP Act. 

“Soon the federal PREP Act allowances will expire,” they wrote. 
“Unless Texas policymakers act now to modernize outdated laws 
and policies that limit pharmacies’ ability to provide the level of 
care now expected by the public, patient access to the array of 
healthcare services at their local pharmacy will be in jeopardy.”
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TPA Urges Extending Allowances 

https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:/www.texaspharmacy.org/resource/resmgr/advocacy/NACDS-NCPA-TPA-Abbott-020223.pdf/1/010001863bdc391a-b649f5bf-9a07-47a1-915f-b7ecf8d84b4c-000000/7qT9jfnQL-wM1uEKruECMfP8cAA=308


In February, TPA CEO Debbie Garza explained to 
the Austin American-Statesman the importance 
of making permanent the expanded pharmacist 
and pharmacy technician immunization 
authorities temporarily granted under the federal 
PREP Act. She cited the convenience and 
accessibility of pharmacists as a benefit to patients. “
This has been widely studied," Garza said. 
"People need to get these shots. Why not make it easier?" 

Garza pointed out that pharmacist immunizations do not 
eliminate the need for well-child visits with primary care 
providers. "We're not trying to fragment any medical home," 
she said. "We want to be part of the health care team."
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TPA Promotes Pharmacist Immunization



Expanded pharmacist and pharmacy technician immunization 
authority is NOT affected by the Biden administration’s recent 
announcement that the Public Health Emergency will end on 
May 11, 2023. 

Provisions of the federal Public Readiness and Emergency 
Preparedness (PREP) Act enacted during the COVID-19 pandemic 
allow pharmacists to order and administer vaccines to children 3 
years and older, and allow pharmacists to delegate immunization 
administration to a certified pharmacy technician. This authority 
is set to expire on or before October 1, 2024. 

TPA is working hard to pass legislation to change Texas law to 
match current PREP Act immunization authority in order to 
maintain pharmacies as critical access points after October 2024.
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Understand PREP Act Expiration



Industry leaders gathered online February 6 for the first 2023 meeting of the TPA 
Pharmacy Partners Council. The group serves as a corporate advisory council to 
increase pharmacy thought-leadership in Texas. The Council also provides a forum 
for corporate and association leaders to convene and foster robust dialogue that 
will broaden and strengthen shared priorities to further the pharmacy profession. 
This week’s meeting included a discussion of legislative priorities during the 
current 88th Texas Legislature for pharmacy, manufacturers, and wholesalers. 
Pharmacy Partners Council members in attendance included representatives from 
Abbvie, Alkermes, Amazon Pharmacy, Amgen, GSK, H-E-B, McKesson, Merck, 
NACDS, Pharmacists Mutual, Pfizer, PhRMA, Prescryptive, and Walgreens.
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Pharmacy Partners Council



PharmPAC is TPA’s political action 
committee, with the single focus of 
supporting TPA’s advocacy efforts on 
behalf of Texas pharmacy professionals 
and the patients they serve. 

We need your help to reach our annual 
goal of $100,000! Remember: The 
stronger our PAC is, the louder your 
voice will be. Your generous one-time 
or recurring donation of personal funds 
helps elect individuals who support 
pharmacy in Texas.
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Support Your Profession!

Donate Online at 
txpharmpac.org
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Fund the Future of Pharmacy

Help fund the future of pharmacy in Texas! The Texas Pharmacy Foundation 
launched its Funding the Future campaign to help fulfill its mission of 
advancing the profession of pharmacy through research and scholarships. 

Be a leader and donate! Then encourage your colleagues, peers, friends 
and family members to give as well. Support the Foundation at 
texaspharmacy.org/future or simply text the word "pharmacy" to 44321.

http://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:/www.texaspharmacy.org/future/1/0100018075a039fb-d361ff90-44dc-4eb9-870e-d2422c9a7021-000000/CqMAAkxixrfK766tD1FrhyT6TDo=268
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Free Monthly Member CE

Available online through March
at www.texaspharmacy.org

https://centerforexcellence.txpharmacy.org/?pg=semwebCatalog&panel=showSWOD&seminarid=12204
https://centerforexcellence.txpharmacy.org/?pg=semwebCatalog&panel=showSWOD&seminarid=12204


Members 
may read 

in mail or online at 
texaspharmacy.org
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TPA Winter Magazine


