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@ TPA TestifieAbout Opioids

Texas Pharmacy Association
CEO Debbie Garza was invited
to testify Sept. 13 before the
Texas House Committee on
Public Health regarding its
interim charge to study the
impact of fentanyrelated — ! OB
overdoses and death in Texas. e .-

AAs health care providers on the frontlines of patient care who play a critical role in
helping the public take their medications safely and effectively, pharmacists are keenly
g N5 2F 0KS O2YLX SEAGASE | aaz20AFGSR 47
Shenot only discussed the role pharmacists play in reducing opioid abuse and highlight
some of the legislative initiatives that have passed in recent years on the topic, but she
also mentioned a few proposals for the committee to consider as it looks toward the
upcoming 2023 legislative session, including restoring Prescription Monitoring Program
tatuv FTdzyRAY3I F2NIAYGSANF GAZY YR bl NE/
having a statewide standing order issued by the Department of State Health Services,
similar to what other states have done, to make naloxone more readily avatlable
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@ TPATalksWorkforce, Rural Health

OnSeptember 14Texas Pharmacy Association CEO Debbie Garza

returned to the Capitol to testify on the Texas House Public Health F’
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well as to assess ongoing challenges in the rural healthsyatem.
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difficult for pharmacies to hire pharmacy technicians

Garza also explained that pharmacies have faced increased financial challenges in
recent years due to reduced reimbursements and-@otnpetitive business practices
from pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs)t K I NJvchnOhlgiafie¥iate some of the
LINSaadzNka 2y (0KS 20SNYtt KSFfaK OF NB
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prescription medications must be sufficient to allow pharmacies to operate,
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m TPA Testifies at House Hearir

TPA CEOebbie Garza was invited to testifgforethe Texas House Select Committee
on Health Care Reforon August 4 apart of the House's interim charge concerning
access to and affordability of prescription drugs. Garza provided a brief overview of
the prescription drug reimbursement system, and trexplained how pharmacists

can help improve outcomes and lower costs in the overall healthcare system

Garza said that TPA strongly supports expanding the scope of PBM reform bills pas
during the 2021 session tocrease transparency, improve competition among
pharmacies, improve patient access, and elimirsgdealing. Shalsoencouraged
lawmakers to pass legislation to make permanent the expanded immunization
authority afforded topharmacists and pharmacy techniciansthe federaPRERct
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s Oppose TRICARE PBM Contr

As part of its 2023 Express Scripts
contractwith TRICARE, the Defense .~~~

HealthAgency is slashing N
reimbursementdor in-network .
pharmacies Given the rapidly T R1CARE

approachinglate for this contract
to be enacted,TPA and other pharmaoyganizations aréaking
stepsto bring accountability to DHA and Express Scripts.

A Change.org petitioimas been set up tallow military families and
pharmacists to register their objectioRleasesign the petitionand
share it with your colleagues, friends in the military, veterans,
patients, employees, and social media following
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https://www.change.org/p/express-scripts-contract-hurts-tricare-patients-dha-act-now

@ New TPA Board Members

Thank you to all who vote &
Inthe 2022TPA Board of AT

QD

President-Elect
Jay Bueche, R.Ph.

Directors election and to
all of our candidates for
their willingness to serve.  VicePresident

Congratulationgo the

Treasurer-Elect

é Lauren Corrales, Pharm.D.

. &
following TPA members B i
who have been elected to E‘; Courtney Willis, CPhT, PhTR

lead the Association and it

Director
re p reS e nt th e p rOfeSS I O n Ashley Garling, Pharm.D. Christine Hong, Pharm.D.

during the coming year:

Speaker-Elect, House of Delegates
Tyler Hall, Pharm.D.
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@ TPA Falleadership Retreat
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TPAmembers met in Austlm early September fahe faII Leadershlp Retreat. The
event began with meetings of TPA's three standing councils on Wednesday, where
members gathered to make their voices heard and contribute to TPA's continued
vitality. Following the council meetingBresidentCarter High administered the

oath of office to incoming PA Boardnembers. These newly elected individuals
joined existingBoardmembers for an irdepth Board orientation

Board activities included a Leadership
Skills Development course, as well as a
business meeting concerning finances,
membership, and public policy issues.
TPA and Independent Pharmacy Acade
(IPA) Boards of Directors held a combingg
meeting to discuss legislative priorities.
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IPA Holds Planning Meeting

t St RSNBEKA LI NB G NBS:

Pharmacy AcadenmyPA) Boaraf
Directorsmet September 9 foan
orientation andplanningmeeting

The Academy aintse unite and
strengthen the voice of independen
pharmacy in Texas for more robust
and effective pharmacy advocacy, a &
well as to advance independent <
community pharmacyractice.lPA
membership is open to ALL
independent pharmacy owners and
staff pharmacists

Learn more atexaspharmacy.orgipa
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https://www.texaspharmacy.org/page/ipa

@ H-EB Pharmacy Conference

TPAPresideniElect Jay Bueche and TPA member Doug Real

both HEB pharmacy leaders, along with TPA CEO Debble ;'-fs.-»; Wy
Garza, provided 8E sessio Yy LIJKI NX I OA a (i a Qbfgrg;vsnmn:‘-y; N 2 (
and public policy atH=. Qa | yydzt t KI NXI "-";' == o S

Antonio in Septembeil hey explained how pharmacists can g
involved in advocacy efforts and the importance of being
engaged in the profession.

a2S KIFIgS + ISYSNIOaA2y+tf 2L NUdzyAué Y
authorities permanent, which could lead to new services to | | BRI -
offer our patients including the ability to test and treat for flu, : o
strepand COVIR b & @St f YlIye 20K ,;m o B o cost X
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initiate or renew their membership in thAssociation TPA is ,
grateful that HEB pharmacy leadership understands tradue
of havingpharmacistengaged in their profession and funds
membership dues for all of its pharmacists wttwoseto join!
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m Register for Women in Pharmac

WOMEN IN

R * R~ein )H
TEXAS PHARMACY ASSOCIATION

When was the last time you scheduled time.t&REFLECT... REIMAGINE... and
REIGNITE the vision you have for your personal and professional life? After more
than two years of a pandemic, the time is NOW! Register to join us in Austin on
Friday, November 11 farPA'2022 Women in Pharmacy event. Reconnect with
women in pharmacy through interactive sessions that focus on you, your career anc
your professio® | @odm&dwhy with 5 hours of continuing education (CE) credit
plus breakfast, lunch, and snatkand leave energized to invest in yourself and

other women in pharmacy! Male pharmacy professionals supporting these efforts
are welcome to attend. TPA members receaivgcounted registration.
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Muniz Speaks tJT-NCPA

TPA Immediate Past President Michael Mufiiz si8#aember
20 tostudent pharmacists of the University of Texas at Austin
Chapter of NCPA about the importance of community

pharmacy, advocacy, and membership/involvement in TPA.
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m TPA Visits Housteirea Legislators

TPA traveledo Houstonrecently tomeet with state legislators to thank them
for their support during the last legislative session and to share pharmacy
priorities for the upcoming 2028essionMost importantly, TPA President Cartet
High, CEO Debbie Garza, and lobbyist Duane Galligher visited House Insura
Committee Chair Tom Oliverson, who played a key role in the passage of
landmark pharmacy benefit manager (PBM) reform in 2021. TPA is looking tc
more broadly apply the provisions of that legislation ngsar. TPAeaders also
met with Rep. Sarlarless Chair of the House Select Committee on Health Ce
Reform, andvith Rep. Armand&Valle
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m TPA Visits with East Texas Lawmak

¢t! Qa 3IatlvosasyNBos{ifatused on East Texas on August 24 as
members met withstate legislators to discuss pharmacy priorities and
educated lawmakers about how they can support legislation that would help
pharmacists care for patients in their districts

Membershad dinnerwith Sen. Bryan Hughes,
who was instrumental in passitgndmark i
PBMreform legislation in 2021. TPA also met =, 4

with Sen. Robert Nichols and Rep. Trent Ashby.; ,«,«; oy
w,%_.
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