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Discuss recent changes in pharmacy laws 
and rules.
Review TSBP’s response to COVID-19.
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RECENTLY ADOPTED RULES



Administrative Practice 
& Procedures



Schedule of Administrative Penalties
Board Rule §281.65

Effective: September 9, 2020
The amendments add an administrative penalty 
for the violation of failing to access the 
Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) for a 
patient’s information before dispensing opioids, 
benzodiazepines, barbiturates, or carisoprodol.



Continuing Education 
Requirements



Board Rule §295.8 (Pharmacists)

Effective: December 9, 2019
Pharmacists:
– Two hours of continuing education on pain management 

as specified in HB 3285
– Two hours of continuing education on prescribing and 

monitoring controlled substances as specified in HB 
2174 

– Human trafficking prevention course as specified in HB 
2059

– Removes a requirement for one hour of continuing 
education on opioid abuse



Board Rule §295.8 (Pharmacists)

Effective: June 18, 2020
Pharmacists:
– One hour of mental health awareness



Board Rule §297.8 (Pharmacy 
Technicians)

Effective: December 9, 2019
Pharmacy Technicians:
– The human trafficking prevention course 

requirement was also adopted in 297.8 for 
pharmacy technicians.



Where can I learn more about the new CE requirements?

Visit us: https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/licensees/ce.asp

Select your license or registration type 
from this page for a comprehensive
look at the new requirements and 
which types of courses may be 
counted for each.

(You can also find other CE-related 
FAQs on these pages—we 
recommend bookmarking them for 
ease of reference.)

https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/licensees/ce.asp


Human Trafficking Prevention Course
Additional Resources – TSBP FAQ page:

Visit us here for more information: 
https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/licensees/ce-human-trafficking-faq.asp

https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/licensees/ce-human-trafficking-faq.asp


CE Requirement 
Summary Charts

In addition to these comprehensive CE FAQ pages, 
you can also find single-page summary charts on 
our website for the following license types:

Pharmacists

New Pharmacists (in the initial license renewal period)

Pharmacy Technicians



Download a PDF version here: 
https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/files_pdf/pharmacist_CE_breakdown.pdf

https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/files_pdf/pharmacist_CE_breakdown.pdf


Download a PDF version here: 
https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/files_pdf/new-pharmacist_CE_breakdown.pdf

https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/files_pdf/new-pharmacist_CE_breakdown.pdf


Download a PDF version here: 
https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/files_pdf/pharmacy-tech_CE_breakdown.pdf

https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/files_pdf/pharmacy-tech_CE_breakdown.pdf


This presentation qualifies for 1 hour of 
Texas law CE.  



Effective December 10, 2020

Class C Pharmacy 
Requirements



Board Rule 291.74

Tech-check-tech & Rural hospitals
– Streamlined renewal process
– Attest to requirements on the application 



Effective December 10, 2020

Pharmacy Technicians 
Ratio and Duties



Board Rule 283.5

Removes the ratio requirements for 
pharmacist-interns functioning as a  
pharmacy technician duties when not 
under the supervision of a preceptor.  



Board Rule 291.32, 291.33, 291.34

Increases the ratio of pharmacists to 
pharmacy technicians/trainees from 1:4 to 
1:6.  
Pharmacist is on-site. 
Maximum ratio for pharmacy technician 
trainees is 1:3. 



Board Rule 291.32, 291.33, 291.34 (cont.)

Expands pharmacy technician duties
– Receiving oral prescription drug orders for 

dangerous drugs 
– Transferring prescription information for 

dangerous drugs 
– Contacting prescribers for information 

regarding prescriptions for dangerous drugs



Board Rule 291.53, 291.55

Increases the ratio of pharmacists to 
pharmacy technicians/trainees from 1:4 to 
1:6.  
Pharmacist is on-site. 
Maximum ratio for pharmacy technician 
trainees is 1:3. 



Board Rule 291.53, 291.55

Expands pharmacy technician duties
– Receiving oral prescription drug orders for 

dangerous drugs 
– Transferring prescription information for 

dangerous drugs
– Contacting prescribers for information 

regarding prescriptions for dangerous drugs.



Board Rule 291.121

Expands pharmacy technician duties
– Receiving oral prescription drug orders for 

dangerous drugs at the remote site. 



Board Rule 291.153

Ratio is eliminated for Class G 
pharmacies. 
Expands pharmacy technician duties
– Receiving oral prescription drug orders for 

dangerous drugs 
– Transferring prescription information for 

dangerous drugs



Effective January 1, 2021

E-prescribing Waivers



Board Rule 315.3

Prescription for controlled substances 
must be issued electronically
Exceptions
– Veterinarians
– Temporary technological or electronic failure
– Prescriptions dispensed outside of Texas 
– Practitioner determines it is impractical for the 

patient to obtain prescription electronically 
would adversely impact patient’s condition



Board Rule 315.3 (cont.)

Waivers
– Issued by practitioner’s licensing agency
A dispensing pharmacist who receives a controlled 
substance prescription in a manner other than 
electronically is not required to verify that the 
prescription is exempt from the requirement that it 
be submitted electronically. The pharmacist may 
dispense a controlled substance pursuant to an 
otherwise valid written, oral, or telephonically 
communicated prescription consistent with the 
requirements of this subchapter.



Pharmacist-Interns



Interns

Effective June 18, 2020
– Eliminates pharmacist intern-trainees
– Student-intern may be designated once 

enrolled in the professional sequence of a 
college/school of pharmacy



87th Texas Legislature



COVID-19

March 13 – Governor Greg Abbott declares state of 
disaster in Texas due to COVID-19

Agency employees begin working remotely

Governor Abbott has continued to extend the declared 
state of disaster 









COVID-19

March 20 – Governor Abbott temporarily suspends the following rules:

§291.17 – annual inventory notarization requirement

§291.33 – in-person contact for patient counseling to allow patient 
counseling to be performed by telephonic consultation

§§291.36, 291.54, 291.77, 291.106 – inspections to renew a Class A-S, B, 
C-S, or E-S pharmacy license.

§291.121 – expand the pilot program for automated systems to allow for 
remote automated dispensing.

§295.15 – documentation of current certification in American Heart 
Association's Basic Cardiac Life Support for Health-Care Providers or its 
equivalent in order to provide immunization or vaccination under written 
protocol of a physician.



Emergency Rule 291.30

Medication limitations – March 20
Emergency rules are in effect for 120 
days – rule expired on July 17



COVID-19

March 27 – Governor Abbott temporarily suspends the following rules:

§§291.76, 291.151 – pharmacist visits to ambulatory surgical centers and Class F 
pharmacies at least once each calendar week

§295.7 – expiration dates for pharmacist licenses and §295.8 – continuing education 
requirements for pharmacists

§297.3 – expiration dates of pharmacy technician registrations and the fingerprinting 
requirements and §297.8 –continuing education requirements for pharmacy technicians

§297.5 – expiration dates of pharmacy technician trainee registrations



COVID-19

April 7 – Governor Abbott temporarily suspends the following rules:

§283.5 – allows a pharmacist that is not a preceptor to supervise a 
pharmacist-intern performing pharmacist duties
§291.32 – allows pharmacy technicians to receive oral prescription 
drug orders and reduce the orders to writing, and transfer or receive 
a transfer of original prescription information on behalf of a patient



Operating Remotely

Offices remain closed to the public 
Contact by email or phone
Send information by email (instead of 
mail)
Disciplinary hearings
Board meetings 
5% budget cut



Inspections

Inspections are virtual – what can you 
expect
Learn more: 
https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/files_pdf/
virtual-inspections.pdf

https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/files_pdf/virtual-inspections.pdf


PREP Act

Pharmacists and pharmacist-interns may 
administer recommended childhood 
vaccines to children 3-18 years of age.  
Pharmacy technicians and pharmacist-
interns may administer COVID-19 
vaccines to individuals three and older. 
Pharmacy technicians and pharmacist-
interns must be under supervision of a 
pharmacist. 





Questions? 



Thank you! 


